


















Jenna Wilgenburg – Staff Writer
Rush hour hits around 9:00am each Sunday 
morning as church-goers disperse to the 17 
churches in town. Lawn mowers remain idle. 
Local businesses stay closed. And Dordt 
College students looking to study at the 
campus library are met with locked doors. 
Not all Sioux Center residents or Dordt 
students treat the Sabbath differently than 
other days of the week, but it is a common 
trend.
The John and Louise Hulst Library 
provides Dordt students with various forms 
of literature, movies, computers, printers 
and space for group work or independent 
studying. 
But these resources are unavailable each 
Sunday when the library closes. With 
more than 1,400 students and 80 full-time 
faculty members, views are varied. Is God’s 
command to rest on the Sabbath applicable to 
Dordt’s library?
“If we’re living on God’s rhythm, our Sunday 
lives should have some distinctiveness from 
the culture at large,” said Dordt President 
Erik Hoekstra.
He referred to the creational structure of 
work and rest, explained in Old and New 
Testament Scripture.
Josiah Kotte, linebacker for the Defender 
football team and engineering student, finds 
little time for studying on game day. Athletic 
competitions are often held on Saturdays, 
presenting a challenge when athletes need the 
library during the weekend. Many students 
Library: Thou Shalt, or Thou 
Shalt Not?
find themselves cramming for Monday’s 
exam or needing to print an essay.
“For some people, Sunday isn’t their 
Sabbath. My day of rest typically is, like, 
Thursday,” said Kotte. “It being closed on 
Sunday can make it kind of difficult to get 
some things done that I would like to over 
the weekend.”
Most students agreed that the library’s 
closure is tolerable, but inconvenient. If the 
building was open, they would use it.
Dordt’s Sunday observance does not stop 
with the library. Certain buildings are locked 
for the day. The Rec Center is open for limited 
hours. Dordt and Northwestern are the only 
two GPAC schools which are members of 
the Coalition for Christian Colleges and 
Universities and do not participate in Sunday 
competition.  
“Rhythm of work and rest is a good thing,”
Continued on page 2
Eric Rowe – Staff Writer
Whether it’s drinking milk with lasagna 
or shouting, jumping and dancing at Praise 
and Worship, people’s behavior stems from 
their culture, and both can be shocking to 
anyone not prepared. 
On Tuesday, Oct. 25, Students Without 
Borders hosted a discussion panel on 
the concept of culture shock. Exchange 
student Jaehwa Kim, freshman Naomi 
Lee, freshman Livingstone Lee and senior 
Nathan Ryder shared their experiences of 
adjusting to a different culture.
Livingstone Lee was born to Korean 
parents, grew up in Nigeria and went to 
school in Kenya before coming to Dordt, 
so he’s used to interacting with different 
cultures.
“You’re thrust into a new environment,” 
Lee said. “Values are buried way back. 
[People] don’t even know why they are 
doing what they are doing.”
Nathan Ryder was invited to the panel 
after an off-campus semester experience 
in Nicaragua last fall. He found western 
Nicaragua to be more monocultural than 
even Northwest Iowa. Ryder went into the 
experience with unique Minnesotan blood 
- having been born to an Australian father 
and Canadian mother - but he swiftly found 
out that he was just another American.
“I became more in touch with my 
Americanness,” Ryder said. “How I think 
Culture Shock: More than a language or behavior
is like everyone else that I grew up with.” 
In particular, 
Ryder yearned to not have to explain 
himself and his behavior to his Nicaraguan 
host family.
Your own culture isn’t something that 
you notice until you become shocked by 
some behavior or stereotype that everyone 
around you accepts as normal.
In South Korea, for example, it’s important 
to be polite to your professor. Jaehwa Kim, 
an exchange student from South Korea, said 
that being polite to professors is important 
in Korea, and he was surprised by the casual 
interaction from students here. Once, Kim 
was caught off-guard to see a student toss a 
whiteboard marker to the professor.
“I was shocked,” Kim said. “How could 
someone throw the marker at the professor?”
Besides witnessing weird behavior from 
others, culture shock is accompanied by 
constantly having to explain your own 
weird behavior to others.
For Naomi Lee, Mexico is home, but 
she always has to relay the story of being 
born in California to Korean parents and 
growing up in Mexico before people can 
make sense of that answer.
The rapidity of speech or lack thereof 
in Iowa versus Mexico is more shocking 
to Lee than a change of language. People 
speak slowly here, she said.
Ryder yearned to not have to explain 
himself and his behavior to his Nicaraguan 
host family. 
When he first came to the USA in January, 
Kim stayed with relatives, including a 
young nephew, and found it frustrating to 
learn English alongside someone who was 
learning at a much more rapid rate.
“I can’t even communicate with the baby,” 
Kim said.
The language barrier results in limited 
communication. Kim used to always answer 
“I’m doing alright” when people asked how 
he was doing, even if it wasn’t true.
“I chose to pretend to be okay because I 
can’t explain the whole situation.”
Though language is a large part of it, 
culture shock is more than just a language 
barrier.
“You have to change who you are to 
feel comfortable,” Ryder said. “And that’s 
frustrating.”
The Students Without Borders Club plans 
to host several more panel discussions 
throughout the year to generate cultural 
discussion on Dordt’s campus.
Photo by Alisha Giesselmann
Josh Meribole – Staff Writer
Police officers cut short a Halloween dance 
at the Terrace View Event Center on Saturday 
night, arresting at least three college students, 
including two from Dordt, for public 
intoxication and possession under legal age.
According to city arrest records obtained by 
the Diamond, Sioux Center Police arrested 
juniors Alex Werkhoven from Monroe, 
Washington and Spencer Schrock from 
Wellman, Iowa. 
Police also cited but did not arrest two 
additional Dordt students for possession 
under legal age.
Beginning at 9:00 p.m. on Saturday, more 
than 400 people, including students from 
Dordt and Northwestern, headed to Terrace 
View to enjoy the Halloween celebration. 
After paying a $10 entry fee, Dordt student 
Rachel Struiksma approached the dance floor. 
When she walked in the room, waves of light 
nearly drove her blind. Many dancers knitted 
themselves tighter in circles and clusters, 
bodies moving in time with the blaring music 
that suppressed attendees’ voices. The faint 
smell of alcohol filled the room.
Music remixes and the flashing of disco 
lights stopped around midnight, however, 
when police officers and ambulances arrived. 
Sioux Center Police Chief Paul Adkins 
reported that alcohol-related abuse, like that 
which occurred at the Halloween dance, is 
one of the most frequent violations committed 
by college students in the community.  
Schrock, a junior at Dordt, told the Diamond 
Police shut down Halloween 
dance 
that the police arrested him, directed him 
into the back of a squad car and an officer 
questioned him. The officer then determined 
that Schrock needed medical attention. 
Authorities called an ambulance. 
After giving Schrock an IV injection and 
running blood tests, hospital employees gave 
the student a simple prescription: hydrate. 
Schrock said he then traveled across town 
to the Sioux County Jail, where he spent the 
night in a jail cell after authorities questioned 
him further. Officials released Schrock at 
9:00 on Sunday morning.
Concerning the events of Saturday night, 
Adkins said that although the organizers 
of the event checked for IDs to verify the 
attendees’ legal age, 21-year-olds could easily 
pass their purchased alcoholic beverages to 
minors. Adkins added that although many 
people were not happy about his decision, 
he had to shut down the event when public 
safety became an issue. 
Struiksma danced at Terrace View for about 
an hour. Although she described the event 
as fun, she said that she noticed that some 
people were drunk. When police arrived and 
brought the party to a halt, m
any college students, Struiksma included, 
left disappointed at not getting their money’s 
worth of celebration. 
Sioux Center is a community of less than 
8,000 residents, and being a college town 
that number grows to more than 9,000 when 
Dordt’s school year begins. The crime rate 
does increase during the college’s school 
Continued on page 2
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Ashley Huizinga – Staff Writer
“God knew that it doesn’t matter how your 
children get to your family. It just matters 
that they get there,” writes Kira Mortenson, 
an adoptive mother of two, adoption 
advocate and blogger at What Being a 
Family Really Means. 
One imagines such a mindset to be found 
in the lives and work of Aaron and Nicole 
Baart. Although, family planning is always 
a lot more than just a mindset. It’s also a 
huge heart issue – a calling. 
Even with two biological and two adopted 
children making up the household of Dordt 
College’s Dean of Chapel, the family has 
recently decided to take on the blessings 
and burdens of another adoption. Joseph, 
their 13-year-old from Monrovia, Liberia, 
will join the group in the near future as the 
newest addition to the Baart family. This 
event will mark the third adoption and fifth 
child in the home.
“We always planned on having two 
biological children and then continuing to 
adopt from there as long as we were able,” 
Aaron said. “There’s no playbook to life, but 
Isaac has always wanted an older brother, 
and it seems like throwing off conventional 
wisdom when it comes to birth order with 
the adoption of Eve was the best thing that 
could’ve happened to us. We know that 
[Joseph] has lost a lot in his lifetime, but 
we’re ready to give a lot.” 
According to Aaron, the adoption process 
doesn’t get any easier from one adoption to 
the next, but the consequences of heartfelt 
and prayerful decisions do become easier to 
handle. With at least four miscarriages in the 
family’s history, it’s not hard to imagine that 
Aaron and Nicole are well aware of how 
unexpected family planning can actually be. 
“When it comes to adoption, it’s difficult 
to have a lot of set expectations,” Aaron 
Faculty adoptions continue with 
Baarts’ newest addition
said. “You learn to trust a lot of the process 
to other people and to God. We knew One 
Body One Hope was looking for an adoptive 
family for Joseph. But my son [Isaac] was 
actually the first to recognize the calling in 
the beginning. We didn’t expect it to be us, 
but then it was.”
In this relatively homogeneous community 
of Northwest Iowa, one might be surprised 
and delighted to see people opening their 
hearts and minds to possibilities like 
this one. But even with the supportive 
community and the very high per capita rate 
of adoptions here, any adoption like this one 
poses many challenges. 
“When it comes to diversity, this 
community still has plenty of opportunity for 
growth,” Aaron said. “Each of us can either 
bemoan the fact or be part of the solution, 
but every Christian needs to be willing and 
vulnerable to make changes for the better. 
Kids come home from school having been 
bullied about their heritage, their skin color, 
their accents. And that kind of prejudice 
isn’t natural - it’s learned in the home or on 
the playground or on the streets.”
Still, after all, it wasn’t like adopting 
Joseph would be like introducing a stranger. 
The majority of the family has met him 
before in-country, and Aaron has made nine 
past visits to the Liberian mission where 
Joseph lives.
“I’ve known [him] for eight years,” Aaron 
said. “We know his heart - who he is - and 
a home we trust has raised him until now. 
He wants to be an agri-missionary - an 
agriculturalist and an evangelist - and he 
already enjoys preaching to the other kids 
[at the mission] on Sundays. And so, oddly 
enough, northwest Iowa - especially the 
Sioux Center college community - seems to 
be the perfect fit for him. In the end, why 
wouldn’t we do this as long as we’re able?”
Library: Thou Shalt, or Thou 
Shalt Not? (cont.)
Continued from page 1 
said Jennifer Breems, Director of Library 
Services.
Despite all of the library’s resources, 
Breems said most students use the library as 
a study space. Other spaces are available on 
Sundays, and a large portion of the library’s 
resources can be found online. Breems added 
that paying workstudy students to run the 
library on Sundays would affect the college 
financially.
Not all Christian colleges close their 
libraries in honor of the Sabbath.  The library 
of Morningside College in Sioux City, 
Iowa, welcomes students for select hours on 
Sundays.
The DeWitt Library of Northwestern 
College in Orange City, Iowa, opens its doors 
from 1:30 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. each Sunday. 
These hours allow the students to worship 
and eat prior to studying, according to Greta 
Grond, the Library Director of Northwestern. 
Sunday is a busy day for the library. At times, 
students can even be found standing outside, 
waiting for the doors to open.
Hoekstra said that Dordt has considered 
opening the library for limited hours on 
Sundays, but it decided that keeping it closed 
supports the college’s policy regarding 
Sunday observance. 
Like most students, sophomore Jenna 
Bremer does homework on Sundays, but 
she does not have an issue with the library’s 
closure.
The library is not simply closed out of 
tradition, according to Leah Zuidema, the 
Associate Provost of Dordt College.
Zuidema said that closing the library is not 
about the legalistic “do’s” and “do not’s”, 
but rather as a way of calling attention to 
our relationship with God. She hopes pulling 
on a locked door and peering into the empty 
darkness of the library can cause students to 
reflect on their ordering of life and activities 
and remind them to celebrate the day of rest 
that God has set apart. 
“We overwhelm ourselves by trying to be 
busy all the time,” she said.
Inside Dordt’s library, the scene on Sundays 
will remain the same. The coffee pot will 
rest from supplying students with caffeine. 
Computer screens will remain dark, shut 
down from research and printing jobs. An 
empty chair will sit behind the front desk. 
Dordt closes its library in an effort to keep 
the Sabbath holy, or ‘set-apart.’ Students and 
faculty may have different interpretations of 
this Fourth Commandment, but one thing 
remains—thou shalt not enter the library 
until 7:30am Monday morning.
Police shut down Halloween dance (cont.)
Nanoparticles: The future of oil spills
Heath Brower – Staff Writer
Filling up a car with gasoline seems 
convenient and harmless, as most gas stations 
don’t want to make their customers feel guilty 
for buying their product. However, behind 
the seemingly-never ending supply of gas 
is a massive petroleum industry, one whose 
accidents are catastrophes for the world. 
Many of these accidents occur when giant 
oil rigs break or malfunction in the ocean, 
releasing billions of barrels of oil into aquatic 
ecosystems. Entire aquatic ecosystems suffer 
intensely as a result of oil spills, and efforts 
to clean up oil spills don’t act quickly enough 
to prevent the devastating effects. Yet, there 
is hope from a new wave of research that 
could eventually lead to far more effective 
and successful oil cleanup efforts. 
One new discovery that looks to improve 
clean-up practices relates to nano-magnetic 
particles. Discovered by Yi Du and Haifeng 
Feng, these nanoparticles are used to bond 
with oil and allow the oil to be manipulated by 
magnetic fields. Oil by itself is not magnetic, 
but it does have a sticky characteristic, which 
means that it sticks and bonds with the 
magnetic nanoparticles with ease, creating 
magnetized oil. 
Once the bond between the nanoparticles 
and the oil is created, a magnetic field can be 
used to push or pull the magnetized oil in any 
direction. This technology could help prevent 
oil from spreading out from spill areas while 
also helping to retract the oil from places 
already affected by an oil spill. Dr. Du also 
explains that economically, using this new 
nanoparticle technique could save thousands, 
if not millions, of dollars because the particles 
are relatively cheap to create and use. 
This discovery will require large amounts 
of further research in order to be practically 
implemented in the oil cleanup projects going 
on around the world; however, the tech is up-
and-coming and hopefully will help make the 
problem of oil spills a thing of the past.
Josh Bootsma – Staff Writer
“It doesn’t matter anyway,” said a Dordt 
student in a focus group weeks ago, receiving 
nods of agreement from those around him. 
“Even if we do recycle, Dordt is just going 
to throw it all in the trash. So why should we 
even bother?” The opinion of many students 
at Dordt College is that recycling does not 
matter because all types of materials get 
thrown into the trash, regardless of whether 
or not they are recyclable. Upon closer 
examination, however, the reality is far 
different from students’ perceptions.
There are three main parties involved 
when it comes to recycling at Dordt: 
Brommer Sanitation (the company that 
collects Dordt’s waste), Dordt employees 
who collect recycling, and Dordt students. 
The man who picks up Dordt’s (and the 
rest of Sioux Center’s) recycling is Rob 
Harrison.  On Tuesday afternoons, he visits 
all the large recycling bins around campus 
and empties them into his truck.  When 
asked if he thought Dordt recycled well, 
Harrison said that Dordt “didn’t do that 
bad of a job,” despite his admission that he 
occasionally needs to make a second trip 
to Dordt to pick up all the garbage that has 
Recycling at Dordt: Reuse or abuse?
been placed in the recycling bins.  Harrison 
explained that there will sometimes be a 
bag of trash that has leaked out onto other 
(recyclable) materials, or other times glass 
bottles in recycling bags. In these instances, 
Harrison is forced to throw these bags in 
the trash, despite the fact that much of their 
contents are recyclable.
These kind of problems are what Dordt 
Physical Plant Director Stan Oordt is 
worried about when it comes to recycling. 
Oordt explained how Dordt is intentional 
about recycling: placing special bins in every 
dorm room and apartment, placing large 
green recycling containers in convenient 
locations around campus, and placing a 
handful of specialized containers for white 
paper and cardboard. Oordt believes the 
negligence of Dordt students is the cause of 
most recycling problems at Dordt. “When 
one student puts a bag of oil in the recycling 
container,” he says, “it can contaminate the 
whole thing.”
In defense of Dordt taking recycling 
seriously, Oordt explained that both Lyle 
Vanden Berg and Robert Mulder, men 
involved with maintenance in the Campus 
Center, go through the contents of the 
recycling bin behind the Campus Center and 
dump the entire container on the ground. 
Sorting through, they pull out the materials 
that belong in the trash and return the truly 
recyclable materials to the recycling bin. 
“They do it every week; they’re very serious 
about it,” said Oordt.
Granted, there are few recycling 
containers currently available in the Grille 
area. But Vanden Berg says that when there 
were more in the past, students “used them 
as garbage cans.” He went on: “We tried it 
before and it did not work. That’s why we 
only have one recycling container there.”  
Junior Josh Heynen is one of the few 
Dordt students aware of this problem. The 
Sustainability Committee-member agrees 
with both Harrison and Oordt that the 
biggest responsibility for proper recycling 
falls on students. According to Heynen, the 
Sustainability Committee is working on 
placing special recycling containers in areas 
like the Grille. These containers would 
have separate compartments for various 
recyclable materials. If properly used, 
the Sustainability Committee hopes that 
these special containers would save Dordt 
significant money on trash costs, thereby 
opening up funds for an AMOR group 
going to Liberia this December to build 
solar panels for those in need.
It seems clear that of the three parties 
involved in recycling at Dordt, the fault lies 
neither with Dordt maintenance nor with 
Brommer Sanitation, but with students. 
Students have a lack of education about 
what is recyclable and what is not, as well 
as an apathy toward intentional recycling. 
Whether it is by using special containers, 
being more intentional about recycling 
education, or simply making students aware 
of the impact that recycling (or lack thereof) 
can have, perhaps students should give the 
idea of recycling some more thought before 
they throw it in the trash.
year, but not by any significant amount, 
and crimes committed by Dordt students are 
different than those committed by fulltime 
community residents. While college students 
are often cited for alcohol and substance 
abuse, the local population gets in trouble 
with the law for traffic violations, theft and 
operating a motor vehicle under the influence.
Adkins said he understands that college is 
a time when people “find their niche in life.” 
It’s also one of the first environments where 
young adults live free from the shackles of 
parental authority. But although college 
students may enjoy their newfound freedom, 
Adkins said students must remember that 
their actions have consequences.
The Diamond also contacted Werkhoven 
who declined to comment on record.
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Elizabeth Helmkamp – Staff Writer
Beehives operate as a unit. Everything a 
bee does is for the benefit of the hive, said 
Ron Rynders, local beekeeper and former 
Director of Career Services at Dordt, as he 
marveled at the unity of a hive.
“This is a God thing - the whole thing,” 
Rynders said. “There’s more God in a 
beehive than there is anything else.”
Honey is the first thing that comes to mind 
when most people think of beekeeping. 
However, pollination is actually the primary 
job of bees in agriculture. Senior Biology 
major Mariellen Hofland’s father kept bees, 
and she started a beekeeping club at Dordt 
a few years ago. Although the club is no 
longer active, Hofland still has an interest in 
the role of bees.
“Hundreds of thousands of plant species 
need bees to pollinate them, and without 
that you can’t have the fruit of that crop,” 
Hofland said. “I think it is important as 
an agricultural community to be able to 
understand this [process].”
Duane Bajema, an agriculture professor 
who teaches a beekeeping class at Dordt, 
compared the process of beekeeping 
to keeping a puppy or any other pet. A 
beekeeper must invest money, care for and 
monitor the bees, but he or she also gets to 
enjoy them.
When a bee gets sick or old, it leaves the 
hive to die, according to Rynders. When 
too many bees get sick, the hive empties. 
Colony Collapse Disorder happens when 
hives of bees suddenly start dying off. 
“So beekeepers go there, open the lid and 
see no bees,” Rynders said. “And they all 
scratch their heads and wonder what in the 
Lydia Marcus – Staff Writer
Some of us just can’t get enough 
school—17 years’ worth simply isn’t 
sufficient. For those who crave more 
education, enrolling in a graduate school is 
often the next step.
The experience has been likened to taking 
on the initial freshman college search, part 
two, 
except that this time, you’re actually an 
adult. Adulthood means that you have to 
consider things such as the cost of living 
near your desired institution and the jobs 
available in the area (and the jobs available 
through your institution). You also must 
decide what kind of program you’re looking 
for: master’s degree? doctorate? certificate? 
a combination of the three?
With so many choices, the search becomes 
overwhelming fast. Even if you won’t be 
applying to graduate school until next fall 
or the following fall, it doesn’t hurt to start 
thinking about grad schools in advance.
Here’s advice from seniors who are 
familiar with the process of applying to 
graduate schools:
“Most professions have associations to get 
involved with, so look into yours and see 
what they say,” said Kylie Van Roekel, who 
applied to occupational therapy programs. 
She used the list of accredited schools 
provided by the American Occupational 
Therapy Association to discover programs 
and find each school’s list of prerequisite 
classes.
“I narrowed down my options by the cost 
of the school and cost of living in different 
areas of the country,” Van Roekel also said. 
“I’ve been told to not look at the price tag 
of graduate schools, but it is something that 
cannot be ignored. If you go to state school 
Colony Collapse Disorder of 
unknown causes
Hunting for graduate schools
world happened.”
According to Bajema, people are 
concerned because we don’t know why the 
bees are dying. However, many possibilities 
have been suggested: insecticides, lack 
of food, Varroa mites, bad beekeeping, 
genetics, the increased movement of hives 
or a culmination of several factors. 
Rynders attributes a large part of the 
problem to bad beekeeping.
“If you don’t take care of your bees, you 
are aiding and abetting Colony Collapse 
Disorder,” Rynders said.
However, he also said that fence-to-fence 
farming makes it difficult to keep bees 
outside of town. Farmers who grow grass 
to bale between fields and roads leave no 
room for flowers.  Around here, fortunately, 
Rynder’s bees manage to forage from the 
prairie and personal gardens.
Insecticides are another factor often 
blamed for Colony Collapse Disorder. 
Hofland is currently doing a research project 
looking for a common insecticide, a type 
of Neonicotinoid, in local honey. Other 
researchers have done similar tests on bee 
wax, pollen and even dead bees to help 
determine the extent that bees are exposed 
to these insecticides. Whether Hofland finds 
insecticides or not won’t prove anything yet, 
but gathering and piecing together evidence 
is just another step to solving the mystery.
Amidst the enigma of Colony Collapse 
Disorder, Rynders believes people need to 
be aware of the importance of bees. 
 “This is not child’s play and some little 
obscure hobby, this is life, this is our food 
source,” Rynders said. “Thank God for 
pollinators when you’re eating your food. 
Everyone can do that.”
in the state you live in, your tuition will be 
cheaper. If you live at home, you will save a 
couple bucks there as well.”
Finally, Van Roekel advises against 
procrastinating on beginning applications. 
“There are always obstacles and roadblocks 
that you may encounter,” she said. “Pay 
attention to deadlines because they come up 
quickly, especially as a busy college student 
trying to balance all other areas of life.”
Rebekah De Penning, who is currently 
applying for engineering graduate 
programs, advises looking for opportunities 
to do research at your graduate institution. 
“Look at the list of faculty in your intended 
program, and find ones whose research you 
think sounds interesting. If you contact the 
faculty saying you’re interested, they may 
be interested in having you research for 
them. If they can get you a research position, 
you’ll get some funding.” Funding is a 
helpful factor to consider when choosing a 
school.
Shannon Vander Berg, who was recently 
accepted into medical school, said that 
she found the Medical School Admissions 
Requirements (MSAR) very helpful as 
she researched the prerequisites for each 
program. “It’s important to start looking at 
it early so that you’re certain you’re meeting 
all the requirements for schools you might 
be interested in,” Vander Berg said. “The 
MSAR also has data on the schools which 
helps you determine what might be a good 
fit.”
Vander Berg provides a final word of 
advice for graduate school applicants: 
“Apply as broadly as you can, and don’t be 
afraid to throw your application out there. 
You never know what doors might open 
up!”
Lydia Marcus – Staff Writer
Science is the systematic study of the 
created world through observation and 
experiment. Scientists seek to discover 
objective truths about the world around us, 
and they use various safeguards (such as 
repeatable experiments and peer review) to 
encourage objectivity.
However, not all science meets this 
standard of objectivity; some science is, in 
fact, bad science. 
For example, science is conducted by 
people, and people can be swayed by 
external forces—such as the promise 
of success in their field or the threat of 
unemployment—when deciding how to do 
their research.
According to a recent Science News 
article titled “Blame Bad Incentives for Bad 
Science,” the emphasis that scientists have 
placed on research publications is partly 
responsible for the sloppy science currently 
troubling the scientific field.
For scientists, job security and success 
are somewhat dependent on getting their 
research published in prestigious scientific 
journals. When scientists win awards or 
get articles published in journals, they will 
likely be able to find grant funding for future 
scientific study. But without publications 
and awards, scientists have a difficult time 
doing science; science is expensive, and the 
grants brought in by published research are 
invaluable.
In recent years, grants have tended to give 
more money to fewer people. This trend 
has caused trouble for the research process, 
explains Dordt Biology Professor Jeff 
Ploegstra. Fewer people with the funding 
necessary to do research means that there 
are fewer people available and qualified to 
peer review a paper who aren’t involved in 
Publish or Perish: what happens 
when funding drives science
that particular research team. 
“[In other words] There are fewer people to 
be skeptical of your claims,” said Ploegstra.
In addition, tight funding makes merely 
replicating someone else’s experiment—
which is unlikely to result in laurels or 
additional funding—unappealing and 
impractical for most labs. Funding impacts 
the safeguards that scientists have set in 
place to hold themselves accountable. The 
competition encouraged by limited funds is, 
perhaps, detrimental to the study of science.
The pressure to publish has caused 
some scientists, in their desperation for 
employment and success, to intentionally 
publish falsified data. 
“In some journals, about 10% of the 
articles contain falsified science,” estimates 
Chemistry professor Darren Stoub. “It is a 
serious problem.”
“There is no doubt an issue with ‘false 
positive’ findings being more easily 
published than true negative findings leading 
to publication bias, etc. That said, I’m not 
as pessimistic as some,” says Director of 
Research and Scholarship Nathan Tintle. 
“As with many things, in theory, good 
science is good science— true, not everyone 
practices it, but the reality is [that] it’s more 
about implementation than anything else.”
“At its most basic, I hope that our research 
is driven by curiosity,” said Ploegstra. 
“It should push the limits of what we 
understand about the world. Also, research 
should help us help people to flourish.” 
Research that does not address either aim 
should re-examine its motives. 
“What are we doing to make sure people 
are driven by good motives? That’s assumed 
to happen throughout people’s education,” 
said Ploegstra. “And, as with most things, 
change has got to start with the individual.”
Janelle Cammenga – Staff Writer
For years, it has been a common sight to 
come into class near the end of a semester and 
be faced with a sheet of bubbles, numbers 
and comment boxes. Every semester, 
Dordt students have had the opportunity to 
give feedback on their classes, professors 
and other academic concerns. In the past, 
students have done this through printed 
sheets, but in the future, it might be done 
completely online. For now, opinions are 
divided as to whether or not this transition 
is a good or bad move.
With the new online forms, results can 
be processed much faster than before, said 
Associate Provost Leah Zuidema. With 
the printed sheets, professors were forced 
to wait until near the beginning of the 
following semester to get results. Online 
responses cut down on the lag time, since 
those responses can be tallied, organized 
and recorded as soon as they are received.
Still, not everyone is convinced this 
change is a good move.
“I have wondered if students take 
online evaluations as seriously as paper 
evaluations,” said English professor Joshua 
Matthews. “Paper evaluations look like a 
test—you fill in a bubble sheet—whereas 
online evaluations look like online surveys. 
And the genre of online surveys is one that 
I think most internet users do not take very 
seriously.”
There are downsides to this new system. 
Students are set to receive an email from 
IDEAform every day until they fill out the 
course evaluation. 
“It might be hard to tell the difference 
between that kind of daily email and spam,” 
Matthews said. “If I receive an email a 
day from a company, I unsubscribe in a 
heartbeat.” 
Dordt goes digital with student 
feedback
Matthews also wonders if these reminders 
will reflect badly on him, as his name is on 
the top of every email.
However, the decision to digitize student 
responses was not Dordt’s alone. IDEA, the 
company Dordt uses for the evaluations, 
recently made the choice to switch to an 
online form. If Dordt wanted to keep the 
paper evaluations, the college would have 
to choose to work with a different company.
Online or not, the question should be asked 
whether these surveys are accomplishing 
what they set out to do. The forms are 
intentionally subjective, which means 
that responses can vary depending on the 
student’s mood on that particular day.
“If I have to teach two classes back-to-
back of the same course,” Matthews said, 
“the IDEA scores I receive can be wildly 
different between those two classes…
The sometimes wild differences between 
evaluations of the very same course should 
tell us that teaching is an art that deals with 
real people – it’s not a statistic.”
Zuidema countered that the administration 
takes these differences into account and 
focuses more on the comment sections of 
the response forms, understanding that the 
numerical data is only one snapshot of what 
goes on in a given classroom. They pay 
special attention to students’ suggestions 
for how classrooms can be improved. In 
order to point students in the direction of 
helpful comments, Zuidema said that they 
encourage professors to share examples of 
comments that have helped them improve.
“Sometimes [a change] is small,” Zuidema 
said, “but it makes a big difference.”
Whether or not the current system is 
flawed, Dordt administration continues to 
strive to make the feedback process easier 
and more beneficial for everyone involved.
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Alli Young – Staff Writer
Each October, roughly 63,000 high school 
students from all fifty states gather in one city 
for one of the world’s largest annual student 
conventions: the National FFA (Future 
Farmers of America) Convention. What 
better recruiting opportunity for the Dordt 
Agriculture department? That’s why Dordt’s 
Pro-Tech Enrollment Coordinator Jade Van 
Holland, Ag Stewardship Center member 
Mike Schouten, senior Andrea Borup, and 
senior Rebecca Steiger spent Oct. 19-21 
representing Dordt College amidst the sea of 
blue and gold in Indianapolis, IN. 
“I think FFA is a good way to reach out to 
potential students because those kids that are 
involved in FFA are extremely motivated, 
especially the ones you see at National 
FFA Convention,” said sophomore Georgia 
Lucas, an Agriculture Ambassador for Dordt. 
“They’re the ones that are the leaders of 
Ag and Admissions departments recruit at National FFA convention
their high school. And so, going to National 
Convention to recruit kids, you’re getting the 
best of the best in agriculture.”
Although Dordt is only one of dozens of 
colleges which pay for a chunk of real estate at 
the highly competitive National FFA college 
and career expo, Dordt’s large banner boldly 
proclaiming “Your Christian College Choice 
for Agriculture” quickly differentiates it from 
the Iowa State’s and Virginia Tech’s. 
Over several years of recruiting at National 
FFA, Dordt has created such a magnetic 
forcefield for students seeking Christian ag 
programs that other Christian colleges have 
begun to request a booth in close proximity 
to Dordt’s, in hopes of scooping up more 
of that demographic. One Christian college, 
Emmanuel College, has even created an 
agricultural missions program modeled 
after Dordt’s program, making Dordt one 
of now two schools in existence that offer 
agricultural missions as a major. 
Janelle Cammenga – Staff Writer
Much to the dismay of the European Space 
Agency (ESA), the Schiaparelli lander 
crashed into the surface of Mars on Oct. 19.
However, the ESA wasn’t too dismayed, 
as it plans to reuse much of the landing 
technology in other projects. After all, 
who’s to say that the failure was caused by 
the altimeter? Or the parachute? Or the aero 
shell that was meant to slow it down during 
its descent? Hopefully, no one will be saying 
such things, especially because, according 
to Daniel Clery of Science Magazine, all 
of those parts are being used in the 2020 
ExoMars rover.
ESA first started to sweat over 
Schiaparelli’s landing when they lost the 
lander’s signal after its parachute was 
deployed. Analysis of the landing showed 
that the chute deployed successfully and 
the aero shell detached as it should have. 
Whether or not the stabilizing thrusters fired 
as they were supposed to is anyone’s guess.
At least the ESA had an optimistic twitter 
feed announcing the arrival on Mars. After 
all, even if the lander wasn’t communicating 
Schiaparelli Landing dashes 
hopes, dreams and Mars rover
with the ESA, the ESA may as well 
communicate with the world.
Schiaparelli may have crash-landed on 
Mars, but the Trace Gas Orbiter (TGO) that 
brought the lander to the planet successfully 
made it into orbit. The Orbiter will track the 
amounts of methane in the atmosphere and 
pinpoint the source of the gases. 
The ESA plans to emphasize the success 
of the TGO when gaining funding for the 
upcoming 2020 ExoMars rover. Because 
they need to sell the idea of launching a 
rover with the same landing technologies as 
the Schiaparelli failure, the ESA can use all 
of the talking points they can get.
NASA is also planning a 2020 Mars 
landing, and the Agency realizes that it 
could face similar problems.
“Every Mars landing teaches us things,” 
said Allen Chen, who will serve as the entry, 
descent and landing team leader for NASA’s 
2020 mission. “The only true failure is to 
stop trying.”
Well, that, and crash-landing into the 
surface of another planet. By more skeptical 
accounts, that might be considered a failure, 
too. 
“It’s cool to see how Dordt, being an 
Christian-agriculture school, really has 
influence and a good reputation,” said Van 
Holland. “Other schools respect Dordt 
College and want to model after us because 
we’re kind of paving the way for agriculture 
schools and we’re paving the way for a new 
tech program as well.” 
Van Holland also served as an Agriculture 
Ambassador when she attended Dordt. She 
recruited Georgia Lucas, who was a high 
school student from New Jersey at the time. 
Lucas had been looking for a school that 
offered a combination of agriculture and 
mission work. Van Holland, an ag missions 
major, was able to share her experiences with 
Lucas when she stopped by the Dordt booth 
at the National FFA Convention. 
“If I hadn’t met Dordt at National FFA 
Convention, I might have had a different 
outlook of being a student here now,” said 
Lucas. “When I met Jade, and I saw who the 
people were that were at Dordt, I was like, 
‘Wow, I like these people. I think I would like 
being around a lot of people like that.’”
Without even visiting Dordt, Lucas packed 
her bags and moved to Sioux Center to begin 
college in the fall of 2015. A year later, 
Lucas’ heavy involvement in the Agriculture 
Department and AG Club has led her to 
represent the very position that she credits for 
attracting her to Dordt. Lucas hopes to return 
to the National FFA Convention in the next 
two years - this time to recruit instead of be 
recruited. Van Holland also plans to continue 
representing the Admissions Department at 
National Convention. 
“I just love being at FFA because that’s 
how I met Georgia,” said Van Holland. “It’s 
awesome to see your harvest pay off when 
you get students here that you met at the FFA 
convention who would have never otherwise 
heard of Dordt College.”
Janelle Cammenga – Staff Writer
The clatter of silverware mingles with 
competing smells. Chatter fills the rooms in 
a steady murmur. A single voice competes 
with the hubbub, rising above the rest: 
“Stir fry YOUR way!” 
The Dordt Commons is full of food 
choices for all meals of the day. Students 
continually weave through the crowds, their 
plates stacked high with food of all varieties. 
But some students do not have the luxury 
of all these choices. Gluten-free students 
like sophomore Tori Webb have a different 
experience in the Commons.
At the beginning of her freshman year, 
Webb told her advisor she needed a gluten-
free diet due to food allergies. Then she met 
with kitchen staff so both she and those 
involved would know what needed to be 
done.
“I would just go into the kitchen,” Webb 
said, “and they would make my meal and 
prepare it, or whatever was already on the 
line would be gluten-free.”
Dordt Dining executive chef Nick 
Lawrence manages the food for those with 
allergies. During Dining prep, kitchen staff 
Living gluten-free in the Dordt Commons 
remove food for those with allergies and 
box it up before it can come into contact 
with other food.
“All of the food we produce for those with 
an allergy is created separate from other 
food,” Lawrence said. “We use separate 
pans and utensils, [and the food is] cooked 
at different times.” 
But Webb’s experience with the Commons 
was not entirely without issues. 
“For the most part, my experience with the 
Commons has gone really well,” Webb said. 
“Still, there have been a couple of times I 
got severely sick.”
Most of her issues with Commons food 
dealt with cross-contamination: using a 
utensil in a dish containing gluten, then 
using the same utensil to prepare her food. 
One food incident involved Webb having 
to leave the light-board in the middle of a 
theatre production last spring so she could 
go to the hospital.
Lawrence and his crew resolved the 
issue and Webb did not hold it against the 
Commons, but she was upset that “they 
ended up not wanting to take responsibility.”
She also had issues with allergy signs on 
the line not always being accurate. Lawrence 
April Socolofsky  – Staff Writer
Imagine this: You are falling asleep in your 
8am class. You glance up as the professor 
leans around to grab some papers. Suddenly, 
you’re wide awake. It looks like… could it 
be? You thought you saw something odd for 
a second. 
The professor reaches around for a second 
time, and suddenly you realize what you 
thought you glimpsed was correct: your 
instructor is carrying a gun strapped under 
their jacket. 
“It is a mixing of roles. I do not believe 
a teacher should carry a gun,” stated Gwen 
Marra, a professor in the Dordt Education 
Department. 
What happens if teachers do start carrying 
guns on school property? 
In some states, individual schools and 
universities are allowed to delegate whether 
guns are allowed on campus or not. In others, 
that option is left up to the state and the laws 
already in place regarding concealed to 
carry weapons. Certain schools across the 
United States now allow teachers to carry 
concealed handguns on school grounds, as 
well. The ensuing deliberations are causing 
much controversy as parents, faculty and 
students renew the gun debate. This time, 
Debate spikes around teachers 
and concealed carry 
the discussion involves children in K-12 
schools. 
Cries of protecting children are a driving 
force in this dispute, with those on both sides 
calling for the safeguarding of students. 
Those in favor of allowing teachers to carry 
on school campuses say that armed teachers 
will protect our students. They argue that 
the best protection for the innocent students 
sitting in the classrooms are the teachers 
standing in the front of every room. 
On the other side, those who are against 
guns on school property say that our students 
should not be around men and women who 
carry guns all the time. Accidents happen, 
and the fear of potential unexpected 
events is a major consideration, especially 
concerning K-12 schools. 
What would happen if our teachers did 
start carrying guns? Will we fear for our 
future children, not knowing if their teacher 
is in possession of a gun? Or does that 
thought make us feel as though children 
are protected? Would students feel safer 
with their teachers armed, or would they 
be afraid to attend or speak up in class, 
knowing that a gun might be in the room at 
that very moment? These are questions that 
may have to be answered in our lifetimes – 
are we ready for them?
said, “I was aware of that situation, and we 
were working to correct that every day.” He 
also said that the purveyor changed several 
of the dishes partway through the year. The 
new dishes had new ingredients, making the 
signs incorrect. Staff corrected signs as they 
discovered the differences, but some dishes 
were missed.
“They’re usually really, really careful,” 
Webb said. “And after the hospital incident, 
they really cracked down on [procedures].” 
Most of her issues with Commons food 
dealt with cross-contamination: using a 
utensil in a dish containing gluten, then 
using the same utensil to prepare her food. 
As a junior, Webb no longer eats in the 
Commons. Instead, she opts to prepare her 
own food. 
“I couldn’t afford to keep going to the 
hospital,” she said.
Sophomore Makeila Shortenhaus also ate 
gluten-free in the Commons last year. She 
appreciated the help that the kitchen staff 
gave her, especially their willingness to 
make gluten-free pasta for her. 
 “All gluten-free people understand that 
gluten-free food will never be up to par with 
‘regular food,’” Shortenhaus said, “but it’s 
nice to have really good quality foods that 
are accessible to people with allergies.”
Shortenhaus did not have the same issues 
with food contamination that Webb did, but 
she said her options for food usually included 
the same meat-and-salad combination with 
occasional rice. 
“The Grille was a lot better, in my opinion, 
for finding good, filling gluten-free options,” 
Shortenhaus said.
Lawrence encourages those with food 
allergies to come speak to him so they can 
make arrangements to best benefit those 
students. This way, he can recognize them 
when they visit the Commons and he’ll be 
better able to explain the specific options 
offered. 
“While a student can make it through 
without talking to me,” he said, “they are 
missing out on food we prepare specifically 
for them.”
While the Commons already tries hard 
to provide food for those with gluten 




Elizabeth Helmkamp – Staff Writer
In recent Dordt College news, the Dordt 
Press published Provost Eric Forseth’s book 
Holding Together: Courage for Life’s Pain and 
Struggles.
The book, comprised of 50 personal 
reflections, seeks to offer hope to readers in 
spite of life’s pain and unexpected challenges, 
said Forseth. The work answers the question of 
how an individual can cope optimistically and 
with hope.
Forseth has personally dealt with pain and 
challenges enough that the book contains 
insight from his own life and struggles.
Diagnosed with multiple sclerosis (M.S.) at 
age 31, Forseth’s mother could no longer supply 
the physical needs for her children. According 
to the National Society of Multiple Sclerosis, 
more than 2.3 million people worldwide have 
M.S. The diagnosis appears most often in 
Caucasians of Northern European decent. 
Uusually diagnosed between the ages of 20-50, 
the disease appears more often in women than 
men.
After the diagnosis, the family sought 
opportunities for outside help. Forseth’s father 
called a family meeting and even put an ad in 
the paper stating, “Help wanted, unwed mothers 
welcome.”   
Placed in the middle of 7 children, Forseth 
adjusted at age 6 to the phenomenon of unwed 
mothers living with his family. Over the next 
24 years, the family took in 55 unwed mothers, 
asking them to help raise the infant twins, take 
care of primal needs, give transportation and 
cook meals.
“[My mother] was a person of hope,” Forseth 
Provost Eric Forseth writes about hope in the 
midst of life’s challenges
said. “She was always affectionate and loving 
despite her physical limitations.” “She was a 
person of hope.”
One such mother, Jackie Russell, received this 
hope in a special way when Forseth’s mother 
led her to the Lord. Jackie, in return, led Forseth 
and several of his brothers and sisters to accept 
Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. 
Around young children or in public, Forseth 
recalls the stares directed at his mother 
in her wheelchair and the unwed mothers 
accompanying his family. 
“[But] My mother did not let people feel 
sorry for her,” he said. “She smiled at them 
and looked them right in the eye. Her spirit of 
optimism was contagious.”
Years later, this spirit of optimism prepared 
Forseth for when his wife, Kim, received the 
same diagnosis in her early 50s. Kim had been 
a four-sport athlete, a college educator and 
faculty chair. 
Her Ohio college put her in the athletic hall 
of fame, and “she never lost a college tennis 
match,” said Forseth.
Now, Kim struggles with balance, hand-
eye coordination and dropping things, but she 
remains active in other ways. Volunteering in 
church keeps her active with teaching children 
and women.
Kim’s attitude and that of Forseth’s mother 
provide the base for the two themes in Holding 
Together—Attitude and Service towards others. 
One of the ways to have a joyful attitude is to 
put your focus on others, said Forseth.
The book emphasizes coping with the day-to-
day. People who get in trouble are those who try 
to solve the problems of tomorrow. We should 
plan to work and work to plan without being 
Eric Rowe – Staff Writer
“So it’s like volleyball, right?” I asked in 
regards to scoring.
“Uh…no…not really,” said junior Casey 
Kamper. 
On Saturday, Oct. 29, I picked up a tennis 
racket for the first time in about six years and 
played in my first competitive tournament ever. 
I left with a positive experience with Dordt’s 
Tennis Club, and a little less rust on my racket. 
My only regret was not bringing shorts with 
pockets.  
The tournament was hosted by the Tennis Club 
and was open to the community. It was created 
with the option for beginner and advanced in 
both men’s and women’s brackets, but I ended 
up being one of six men in a general bracket. 
The competitive nature of the morning 
dissolved a little when Luke Venhuizen, co-
organizer of the tournament, started giving a 
quick lesson while warming up with practice 
volleys. Even while competing in his first 
tournament since high school, it was natural for 
Venhuizen, after spending three summers as an 
instructor, to demonstrate pity in the face of my 
ineptitude.
The professional tennis player should step 
into the swing, swing from low to high, keep 
the face of your racket level, follow through and 
scratch your back with the edge of the racket. 
“Or pick up the penny and put it into your 
back pack,” Venhuizen said. “Whichever works 
better for you.”
If you ignore the first time that I tried to 
return Venhuizen’s serve, my comfort level 
remained on an upward trajectory throughout 
the tournament. 
Throughout the day, I exulted in the little 
victories and successful shots—though they 
were few and far between. I learned that the 
final score can be deceiving by only counting 
games. It doesn’t take into account how many 
of those games were close or played to a win-
Tennis Tourney friendly to 
beginners
by-two situation.
In my match with Kamper, I learned that you 
serve up to two times in each point - or ‘love’ - 
hence the need for a second ball in your pocket. 
I also learned the difference between a game and 
a match. This tournament played each match to 
ten games, and we switched sides every odd 
game. I also learned what the phrase “15-love” 
means – that is, one point to zero. 
I would have enjoyed playing against an 
opponent who was more at my skill level, but 
I know that it can be hard to come out to play 
a sport that you know little about. I found that 
the tennis players I interacted with taught with 
grace and seemed to have been excited for 
anyone interested to come out. 
The Tennis Club was established in the spring 
of 2015 and currently meets on Mondays and 
Thursdays. 
Anyone interested in coming regularly or just 
hitting around can contact Luke Venhuizen or 
Kyle Fischer, as well as looking forward to 
another tourney in the spring.  
Ana Timmer – Staff Writer
Some members of the Juggling Club recently 
took on a new challenge: juggling with fire. 
You may have seen these students throwing 
fire in the air in front of the Kuyper Apartments 
building. 
The Juggling Club, which holds weekly 
meetings from 6:30 to 8pm, has grown over the 
past few years. Eric Rowe, who started juggling 
at the age of 10, leads the group. Members join 
the club to learn and practice patterns as well as 
getting tips for improvement.
Not all members are as advanced in their skill 
as Eric, however. “Most members aren’t stellar 
jugglers,” said Rowe. “There’s no one who 
can’t juggle, it just takes some people a little 
longer.” 
The club is currently working on obtaining a 
library of equipment that people can check out. 
Why should students join the club? 
“It will change your life,” said Rowe. “It 
changed mine.”
Friday, Nov. 11, the Juggling Club will 




Anna Veltkamp – Staff Writer
Working your way up from the bottom is a 
frustrating struggle, made more so if you’ve 
already got two years of college experience 
and still have to start from scratch. Transfer 
students are all too familiar with this struggle. 
What makes it more difficult for them, though, 
is having to break into an entirely new culture 
as well. 
Universally, being a transfer student is like 
getting to be a freshman all over again, but this 
time it’s on your own. No one is there to hold 
your hand; no one is there to show you the ropes 
of a new college. And, at Dordt, no one is there 
in the beginning to explain the subtleties of 
Dordt culture. 
What exactly is Dordt culture? Seth 
Siebersma describes it as the expectation of 
students to “have a particular belief system - 
it’s not mandatory, but it’s expected.” Much of 
the student body at Dordt shares some tie to the 
college - whether it be alumni relations, church 
association, school connections, or you name 
it. These ties mean that much of Dordt shares 
similar backgrounds. 
For many transfer students, this fact creates 
a disconnect from the majority of the student 
body. Katy Wall describes it as feeling like she 
doesn’t “fit in.”
“[It’s] Not like I don’t belong here,” Wall said. 
Transfer students on breaking 
into Dordt culture
“But that I don’t fit into this family.”
Feeling ostracized because of age, as well 
as religious background or a lack thereof, is 
a problem that transfer students across the 
country face, even at Dordt. 
Elizabeth Bouwkamp points out that it seems 
as though there are “underlying things to say in 
class that are okay, and things that are not. And 
that can be hard.”
The Walls agreed that these barriers were an 
issue in settling into student life. Even when 
Dordt culture gets confusing, they “don’t want 
to insult anyone, but [we] want to know.”
Though transfer students are as new as 
freshmen, they’re generally expected to be 
more independent. The “go-getters” tend to 
have easier transitions. Bouwkamp advises 
transfer students to get involved and  find a 
friend group. Even if “you don’t want to force 
yourself in because they’re friends already - just 
ask.” Learning the ropes of a new culture, such 
as Dordt’s, is much easier if you’ve got people 
to talk it out with. 
While there is no single solution, Dordt culture 
can be addressed in many ways such as these. 
Siebersma points out that for everyone “it is a 
state of mind, or mentality...be accepting.” It is 
not just “outsiders” who need to be accepting 
of Dordt culture, but those who are a part of it, 
as well. 
over-focused on tomorrow, he said.
Since writing the book, Forseth finds joy in 
hearing from people who say the book has made 
an impact on their own lives in how they react 
to challenges and hardships. 
“Eric Forseth has written a rare book,” said 
Steven Garber, Principal of the Washington 
Institute of Faith, Vocation and Culture. 
“Holding Together invites us, slowly but 
surely, both to understand the griefs of the 
world more fully and also to make our way into 
its surprising graces.” 
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Kyle Fosse – Staff Writer
Dan Brown is back in theatres. Get ready for 
another conspiracy thriller, full of mumbling 
exposition, conveniently brilliant protagonists, 
intense manhunts, Italian buildings and all the 
unprecedented plot twists.
Plagued by amnesia and violent, disturbing 
visions of the End, Tom Hanks reprises his role 
as Robert Langdon for the third time, where 
he is thrust into a new adventure in which 
he is almost as clueless as we are. Joined by 
Dr. Sienna Brooks, played by Felicity Jones 
(Theory of Everything), the two must evade 
police, private organizations and seemingly 
every other government agency in order to stop 
the Inferno.
What is the Inferno? Dante’s gruesome 
paintings immediately spring to mind. To say 
any more would be to give too much away. 
Who doesn’t love a good mystery every now 
and then?
What made the film for me were the 
performances. Tom Hanks is always a joy to 
watch, no matter what crisis he’s stuck in. He 
and Felicity Jones played off one another nicely, 
and it was a joy to watch their screen chemistry 
with one another.
Irrfan Khan, whom you might know as 
the older Pi in Life of Pi, makes a brilliant 
addition to the cast as the head of a private 
security company. Level-headed and sarcastic, 
he seems aloof from the world of conspiracies 
and thrillers. His dry humour acts almost as 
a criticism of the genre, and throws in some 
much-needed lightness to the bleakness of the 
ticking clock.
When you go into these films, one of the 
things you expect – and perhaps need – is plot 
twists. Big ones. There were a few genuinely 
surprising and clever twists, but I felt that they 
appeared almost exclusively in the first half of 
the film. What was left was a very long, albeit 
exciting, conclusion to the plot without a great 
deal of payoff.
Unfortunately, our modern predilection for 
happy endings makes the catastrophic threat 
of the movie seem highly unbelievable to an 
audience. Of course, the hero must succeed 
on some level, but when the stakes are so high 
Infernamaybe
that half the world’s population will perish if 
he fails, the heightened level of danger makes 
defeat much less likely.
This was director Ron Howard’s third 
foray into the world of lost codes, artefacts 
and catacombs within Dan Brown’s books. 
Howard seems to understand the material and 
his audience well. The story plays scene-by-
scene at a breakneck pace – never allowing the 
audience to get bored, and spreading out the 
slower, more talk-oriented scenes throughout 
the action and thrill.
So no, it wasn’t mind-blowing. You could 
watch a handful of any similar conspiracy films 
and find many of the same tropes, characters and 
plot conventions. But Inferno was enjoyable in 
itself; the movie was strung along at a feverish 
and engaging pace; and it surprised me more 
than once with its twists and developments.
If you have a hankering for some mystery and 
something a little different from most of the 
movies we’ve seen this year, you’re bound to 
enjoy Inferno. If nothing else, it’s a wild ride.
Lydia Marcus – Staff Writer
Bob Dylan received the Nobel Peace Prize for 
literature on Oct. 13. But the man took a while 
to acknowledge the fact.
Dylan, an American musician who first rose to 
fame in the 1960s, received the prestigious prize 
for “having created new poetic expressions 
within the great American song tradition.”
“Some have said giving Dylan the prize 
dilutes the purity of the Nobel Prize because 
he’s not a musician, not an authentic poet; I’d 
disagree,” said Dordt’s “Bob Dylan expert” and 
Political Science professor Jeff Taylor.
“His music is more than poetry. He takes 
rhyme and verse and makes it deeper and 
engaging because he adds music. The music 
adds a layer of complexity to the verse.”
Taylor says Dylan’s work is packed with 
wisdom and, especially in his later works, 
scriptural imagery. Taylor believes Dylan writes 
in a way that is clear but “roundabout enough 
not so that it’s not off-putting.” Dylan may not 
be an orthodox poet, but to Taylor, there’s little 
doubt that his work is good poetry. 
“His music is more than poetry. He takes 
rhyme and verse and makes it deeper and 
engaging because he adds music. The music 
adds a layer of complexity to the verse.”
The Nobel Prize puts a seal of approval on 
Dylan’s art. For many years, academics have 
taught Dylan’s work, but receiving a Nobel Prize 
for the work “validates it among professionals,” 
says Taylor. Because Dylan’s work has been 
Bob Dylan and the Nobel 
Peace Prize
officially recognized by a highly-respected 
committee, academics may be more inclined to 
study Dylan’s work in the future.
Surprisingly, Dylan took about two weeks to 
acknowledge the honor. The initial reaction of 
a member of the Nobel Peace Prize committee 
called this lack of recognition “impolite and 
arrogant.” 
When Dylan finally accepted the prize, he said 
that the award had left him “speechless.” 
“I think it’s an honest reaction,” says Taylor. 
“He probably was speechless and honored to 
get the award. But it’s a reluctant and belated 
public reaction because Dylan is a very private 
person.”
Dylan has always been a private and “evasive” 
individual, so his behaviour is not out of 
character. “He is probably pleased about it, but 
he has never been overly impressed by worldly 
honors,” adds Taylor. 
Dylan has always been a little different; that’s 
what set his music apart, and that’s part of the 
reason he won the Nobel Peace Prize. It seems 
a little contrary to expect an individual known 
for his aversion to fanfare to behave differently 
when awarded with a Nobel Peace Prize, even 
if the Prize is a great honor.
Taylor suggests that perhaps the Nobel Prize 
committee member who ridiculed Dylan’s 
behaviour is actually in the wrong. “You don’t 
give a prize to get thanks,” says Taylor. “The 
committee shouldn’t take it personally that he 
hadn’t said anything. That’s just Dylan.”
Contributed photo
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Aaron Ladzinski – Staff Writer
Dear Cubs fans, 
You’ve been through a lot and, let’s be honest, 
it’s been rough. For 107 years, you’ve longed for 
a World Series win, but it hasn’t yet happened. 
The saying always ends up being, “Next year 
is the year.” 
You’ve had some chances where you thought 
you’d surely be going to the World Series – 
something you haven’t seen in 70 years. You had 
the epic meltdown in ‘69 where the New York 
Mets – referred to as the “Miracle Mets” – came 
back to win the division. Then it took another 30 
years for you to have a team that finally looked 
like they could do it all. That particular loss was 
blamed on a man with headphones who tried to 
catch a foul ball; you know his name as Steve 
Bartman. That one probably  hurt the worst for 
you Cubbie fans. The next time you thought it 
was the year was in ’08, when you held the best 
record in baseball and thought you had it all. 
But once again, the dream was shattered when 
you were swept in three games. So much for the 
“best record” that year. 
Then came the bad years, when Ron Santo and 
Letter to Cubs fans
“Mr. Cub” Ernie Banks passed away. And then 
on top of that, the changing of Wrigley Field, 
which hadn’t had a restoration since it opened 
in 1914. Everyone hated it at first, but now you 
don’t hear many complaints.  
And then last year gave you a taste of what 
might come from this new Cubs team. 
This year, the Cubs came in and dominated 
everyone throughout this season and didn’t look 
back. Finally you did it; you made it into the 
World Series. 
Still, I’m sorry, Cubs fans, that as I sit and 
watch you play Cleveland, I cannot and will 
not root for you. It’s against my nature and 
everything I was taught as a small boy. So yes, 
you can cry to your folks and friends, pour 
ashes of grandfathers and fathers who never got 
the chance to see the Cubs in the World Series, 
and tell everyone that it is finally your year. But 
unfortunately, I will never say that it is your 
year. 
If you do win, I will say congratulations, 
but only as I hide away from any TV because 
I don’t want to believe that the world is really 







































Alli Young – Staff Writer
The Defender cross country team flooded the 
Mount Marty Invitational with gold jerseys in 
its last regular season meet. The ladies ran away 
with the team title with their five scorers all 
finishing in the top 10. The men earned runner-
up honors, beating Morningside for the second 
week in a row. Northwestern’s men took the 
team title. 
Dordt athletes also earned two runner-up 
honors individually, with seniors Justine 
Van Zee finishing the 5K in 18:31 and Caleb 
Drake finishing the 8K in 25:25.  Van Zee, a 
team captain, was excited not only for her 
breakthrough performance of the season but 
also for the team’s success.
“I think as a team, all our girls ran really well, 
and we ran with a lot of heart, so that was really 
encouraging to see,” Van Zee said. “Personally, 
I’ve just been kind of waiting to get a good race 
under my belt, and I felt encouraged after that 
race.” 
Head Coach Nate Wolf, pleased with the 
outcomes of both races, said that it was both 
squads’ best performances of the year. Assistant 
Coach Lori Wolf attributed a lot of their success 
to the well-executed strategy of running in tight 
packs.  
“We’re always pleased to win a race, and it 
was nice to get Morningside back after they had 
beaten us the last couple meets,” Wolf said in 
reference to the ladies. 
The men have now sparred with conference 
rival Morningside College for three consecutive 
meets. For the first time in years, the Defenders 
defeated Morningside, not once, but twice. 
The Defenders have lost to 18th-ranked 
Northwestern College in the past three meets.
“I think we actually ran better than we did at 
Briar Cliff as a whole team,” Wolf said. “When 
you look at the results, we were essentially 
the same in relationship to Northwestern, but 
we actually opened up a little bit more on 
Morningside.” 
Several key individuals ran strong and 
tactical races, with all five of the men’s point-
Defender cross country 
dominates at Mount Marty
scorers placing in the top 20. Caleb Drake 
(second-place), Nick VanderKooi (10th), 
Sam Wensink (12th), Adam Daane (14th) and 
Ben Brockmueller (17th) scored a combined 
total of 55 points and had an average time of 
26:26. Wolf also commented on the excellent 
performances of Alex Van Ginkel, David Te 
Krony and Riley Schaap. 
“It wasn’t just the top two or three that ran 
well. It was all the way through that group of 
men,” Wolf said.
With several larger competitors, including 
Doane and Concordia, absent from this year’s 
Mount Marty Invitational, Dordt capitalized on 
the idea of dominating the field with its volume 
and depth of runners. The ladies landed all seven 
runners of their varsity squad in the top 20: Van 
Zee (second), Julia Bos (fifth), Erin Bandstra 
(seventh), Erika Douma (eighth), Audrey 
Brooks (10th), Annechiena Knevelbaard (12th) 
and Kelsey Lewis (17th).
“I don’t know that I can pick many women 
that didn’t have a good race,” Wolf said. “We 
looked really strong all the way throughout.”
Next up, the top 10 XC ladies and men will 
compete in the GPAC Championship meet, 
hosted by Hastings College, on Nov. 5. After 
some healthy back-and-forth competition 
among conference rivals in the past few meets, 
the ladies are ready to defend their four-year 
conference championship streak, and the men 
are posed to steal the crown from Northwestern.
Along with the fun of team competition, 
cross country offers an opportunity to shine 
individually. Van Zee, a senior, is looking 
to improve upon last year’s elite finish at the 
conference championship. 
“I placed third at conference last year, so a 
goal is to place third or better at conference,” 
Van Zee said. “It’s going to be really tough, but 
that’s why it’s a goal.” 
Coach Wolf plans to keep the team healthy, 
focused and ready to peak in the coming days. 
Like any good coach, he likes to save the best 
for last. 
“I don’t think we’ve had our best race yet, and 
I hope that that’s in two weeks,” Wolf said. 
Clarissa Kraayenbrink – Staff Writer
Q: How and when did you start playing 
football?
JM: I started playing in 7th grade because all 
my friends played, so I wanted to be able to 
hang out with them. And then I didn’t actually 
like it that much in 7th grade so I quit and I 
didn’t play in 8th grade. And it was actually my 
mom that convinced me to play again in 9th. I 
gave it one more shot to see if I would like it 
again and I did, so I’ve been playing ever since.
Q: Why did you choose Dordt?
JM: I found out about Dordt because [former 
coach] Coach Youngblood came and visited 
me when I was in high school and told me 
about the school and how they had football. He 
convinced me to come on a visit, and like most 
people, once they come on a visit, they just love 
the campus and love the people. Once I got on 
campus, it was a no-brainer, and I decided to 
try it out and see if I liked it - and I’m still here.
Q: What is your leadership role on the team 
as a senior?
JM: This season, I was lucky enough to be 
selected captain along with four other guys. 
That’s been good; it’s been challenging me to 
be a vocal leader, instead of leading by example 
like I’ve done in the past. It pushes me out of my 
comfort zone because I have to get up and say 
stuff in front of the team that sometimes I’m not 
comfortable with, but knowing that sometimes 
that’s what the team needs. For somebody who 
makes plays on the field to be able to step up 
and challenge guys vocally like that - that’s 
what motivates me to do it: if I think it’s going 
to help the team.
Q: Now, as a senior, what is your favorite part 
of Dordt?
JM: Everybody always says “the people,” 
which is true. It’s kind of cliché, but there’s a lot 
of awesome people. I’ve met almost all my best 
friends here - playing football, mostly. That’s 
definitely one of the coolest things about being 
at Dordt. But then, also academically, I’ve had a 
lot of chances to actually apply what I’m being 
taught in class. I’ve gotten internships because 
my professor knows people and he’ll set me up. 
I’ve gotten a lot of experience that I’ve been 
Feature athlete: Jason Miller
taught in the classroom, out of class. Not a lot 
of schools can say that.
Q: What is one of your favorite on-the-field 
moments?
JM: From this season, the Dakota State game 
is probably one of my favorite memories. Just 
because it was a night game and it was also the 
opening game of the season, at home. It was 
just a whole new atmosphere; a bunch of people 
in the stands and you could just tell that this 
season was going to be different before the first 
game even started. We ended up winning and it 
was just a lot of fun.
Q: If you could give an incoming freshman 
any piece of advice, what would it be?
JM: I would say to get involved and take 
advantage of all the opportunities you have – 
even if you don’t think you’re qualified to do 
it. I’ve been offered internships I didn’t think 
I’d be qualified to do, but I don’t think anybody 
ever feels fully qualified for a job. Just by taking 
a leap of faith and putting yourself out there 
and doing it, you’ll probably exceed your own 
expectations with what you do. Then you’ll get 
even more experience and you’ll be able to do 
the next job you have even better.
Q: What is your dream job?
JM: It’d be cool to own my own business or to 
do advertising with Nike or ESPN.
Aaron Ladzinski – Staff Writer
“Rocky Mountain for the Dordt Blades” was 
the name for the Dordt hockey team’s road trip 
that took place last week. The Blades left last 
Wednesday to travel through Colorado to play 
various other teams. The traveling brought 
some of the Blades to entirely new places, 
putting them in areas and spaces that they had 
never been. 
 It all began on Thursday, as the team 
traveled through the Rocky Mountains. The trip 
started in the Nebraska Colorado line and ended 
in Grand Junction. The Blades were welcomed 
in by some past alumni for dinner, after which 
they took to the rink to play Colorado Mesa 
University. The game was a rough and nail-
biting experience for the Blades, with a crowd 
of nearly 1,000 people. The Blades were leading 
2-1 going into the third period, but they ended 
up losing 4-2. The game was heart-breaking for 
the Blades, but they had soon packed up and 
headed along to Denver. 
On the way to Denver, the team stopped in 
Dillion, CO, to go for a hike, reaching a height 
of 10,000 feet in the air.
 On Friday night, the Blades played Colorado 
Christian in Denver. After the loss to Mesa, the 
team came out flying. Dordt scored eight goals 
in the first period, but they didn’t stop there. 
They went on to win 14-0 as freshman Cody 
Pollock earned multiple-point recognition. 
Next up to face the Blades was the Colorado 
School of Mines. The Blades were down 1-0 
Hockey team hits the Rockies
when Dordt junior Thomas Soodsma tied it up 
in the second period. The game came down to 
the wire in the final 5 minutes as each team went 
back-and-forth, but in the end the Mines scored 
on a breakaway that put them up 2-1. The end 
score was 3-1 in the Mines’ favor.
 Overall, the trip was an exciting and bonding 
time for the team. Even the injured teammates 




Clarissa Kraayenbrink – Staff Writer
Industry Standard: it’s the new motto that 
Head Coach Joel Penner and his staff have 
brought to the Defender football team this year. 
To be Industry Standard is to be the paragon in 
your arena of expertise; to learn from adversity 
and to choose commitment to a cause over and 
above personal comfort. It’s something that 
Coach Penner is not taking lightly. After being 
an assistant football coach for 15 years at the 
college level, Penner credits the experience 
of creating his own vision for this team as 
incredibly humbling.
“I just think Dordt football was the right place 
at the right time for this message,” Penner said. 
“That’s God’s work, that’s what He’s doing. I 
try to view it as I’m a part of what He intended 
for Dordt football this year. It’s nothing really 
in me; it’s me carrying the message he wanted 
me to deliver.”
Being a first-year coach, Penner has felt a 
close bond with his players. He gets to see them 
on the field, in the classroom and even in his 
home sharing a meal with his family. Penner 
says he’s all-in with this group of guys and calls 
them an “absolute joy” to get to coach every 
day.
Prior to the Hastings game on Oct. 22, the 
Hastings coach came up to Penner and told him 
that he had never seen a team fight as hard as 
this group has. After the Defenders’ narrow 
one-point victory, the coach came up to Penner 
once again and said, “I told you so.” The only 
thing Penner can say to describe that is Industry 
Standard.
“That’s exactly how I would define Industry 
Dordt’s historic season
Standard,” Penner told his team that day. “For an 
opponent to say ‘I’ve never seen anything like 
this,’ to me, I can’t think of a better definition of 
Industry Standard.”
For senior wide receiver Jason Miller, he could 
feel that this season was going to be different 
before the first game was even played. Between 
the new coaching staff, the new offense and 
even the switching up of the mundane day-to-
day rituals, this year’s team has broken many 
school records so far. They are number one in 
points and also number one in individual passer, 
individual rusher and individual receiver.
“I think what’s special about Dordt football is 
that even though we haven’t been successful in 
the past, we’ve never really given up,” Miller 
said.
Miller says that this newfound success 
wouldn’t have been possible if it weren’t for 
the coaches and players that have come before 
this year’s team. This team is building off the 
foundations that have been set before this year 
to get them here.
After their 2-0 start, Penner gave his team 
the analogy of climbing a 14,000-foot peak 
in Colorado to portray the remainder of their 
season. Once you get to the top, the view is 
beautiful and you think you’ve conquered it 
all. But when you look to the north, there’s 
another 14,000-foot peak. And to the south? Yet 
another one. But, Penner says, if you are a true 
competitor, there’s always going to be another 
14,000-foot peak to conquer.
· The Back Page ·
page 8
Girls Night
Open House Shopping Event
Wednesday, Nov. 9 
5-8 pm
105 Central Ave SE 
Orange City, IA 
Present this with your Dordt ID for 20% OFF 
regular priced clothing item during the event!
Cory Van Gilst – Staff Writer
Last week, the 2016-17 NBA regular season 
tipped off in Cleveland as the Cavaliers set 
down their championship rings to take on 
the New York Knicks. This matchup featured 
the start of a title defense for Cleveland and 
the reworked Knicks, just two of the many 
storylines to follow this season. 
On the West coast, a team bent on revenge 
rolled out its over-talented starting five for the 
first time. After losing in the Finals last year, 
the Golden State Warriors added All-Star Kevin 
Durant to their lineup with Steph Curry, Klay 
Thompson and Draymond Green.
Outside of Cleveland and Golden State, 
Tipping off the NBA season
several teams are gearing up to steal the crown 
in June. Chicago shipped off its injury-riddled 
starters for Rajon Rondo and Chicago-native 
Dwayne Wade. The San Antonio Spurs are now 
Tim Duncan-less for the first time since the 
birth of many Dordt freshmen.
As the current contenders jockey for position 
at the top of the win-loss column, other teams - 
such as the Miami Heat and Philadelphia 76ers 
- are looking to develop their greenhorns for 
future success. This season looks to be a long-
haul to the finish line, full of uncertainties for 
restructured squads, coaches on hot seats and 
the potential of a third straight Golden State 
versus Cleveland Finals showdown. 
Christian Zylstra – Staff Writer
Dordt College men’s basketball missed the 
NAIA Division II tournament for the second 
straight season last year, but with another young 
and talented roster, the Defenders feel that the 
pieces are there to construct a run through the 
GPAC and contend for a spot in Point Lookout, 
MO, next March.
2015-16 Record: 15-16 (9-11 GPAC)
2015-16 GPAC Tournament: Quarterfinal loss 
at Nebraska Wesleyan, 111-98
Head Coach: Ross Douma
Assistant Coaches: Derek Keizer, Kyle 
Hiemstra and Brandon Schwebke
Key Returning Players:
Dordt College returns four starters from last 
season, and eight varsity players as a whole. 
Among those four returning starters are 
Dalton Franken, Andrew O’Donnell, Leighton 
Sampson and Alec Henrickson. Sampson was 
last season’s leading scorer, averaging 16.1 
PPG. Franken, who averaged 15.3 PPG, was 
second on the team in scoring.
Key Players Missing:
The biggest shoes that the Defenders have to 
fill belong to Nathan Rindels, the team’s leading 
rebounder (8.1 RPG) and assist man (5.8 APG). 
Rindels was third on last year’s team in scoring 
with 15.2 PPG. Other missing contributors 
include sharpshooter Bryan Sumner, wingman 
Austin Bykerk and Grant Harkness.
New Faces to Watch:
With numerous fresh faces, plenty of guys 
will have the chance to step up and earn playing 
time. Among the roster’s 10 underclassmen 
(five freshmen and five sophomores) will be 
freshman guard Marcus Winterfeld, who earned 
a start in Dordt’s 2016-17 season-opening 
victory over Calvary University (Mo.). Other 
young guns to watch include Late Night with 
the Defenders dunk champion Chad Barkema, 
guard Chandler Brunsting and forward Josh 
Van Lingen.
Men’s basketball season 
preview
Keys for the Season:
Team health is always key over the long stretch 
of the season, but it will be another critical factor 
in helping determine Dordt’s on-court success. 
The past several seasons have been riddled with 
career- or season-ending injuries. Franken and 
Taylor Feenstra both missed substantial time 
last season with injuries, but the two appear 
to be starting out healthy as the season gets 
underway. 
Other keys include Dordt’s defensive effort 
and the potential use of zone defense, as well 
as rebounding. Dordt figures to mix in some 
more zone defense into the defensive scheme 
this season to take advantage of Dordt’s length 
and combat the three-point shooting that is 
so prevalent in the GPAC (e.g., Briar Cliff). 
The Defenders struggled to rebound at times 
last season, led by Nathan Rindels, the team’s 
starting point guard, in that category. No one 
else averaged more than 5.6 RPG.
Coach’s Thoughts:
“It is critical for our upperclassmen who 
have experience to teach our freshmen how 
to prepare and play each night,” Douma said. 
“Our freshmen are talented and are going to be 
very good at some point. We just hope that it’s 
tomorrow and not two months from now.”
Player Thoughts:
“My confidence in our team comes from the 
vast amount of potential that the freshmen on 
our team have,” Franken said. “We show signs 
of being a really good team all the time in 
practice and in the scrimmages we had before 
the season started. We just have to continue to 
work together and become a more consistent 
team.”
“We are definitely not a flashy team, so it will 
be important for us this season to beat teams 
up on the defensive end of the floor and, most 
importantly, to beat teams on the boards to limit 
their second-chance points and to increase our 
second-chance point opportunities,” said senior 
guard Danny Vos.
This day in Diamond history
The Diamond November 2, 1964
